1.   SPEECH AT SURAT
August 19 1918
I have not come to Surat today to make a speech, but went
to Adajan to pay my respects and offer condolences to the wife of
a personal friend of mine, Mr. Sorabji Shapurji, who was my co-
worker in South Africa during the satyagraha campaign and who
has, as you must have read in the newspapers, passed away.1 Being,
meanwhile, pressed to make a speech, I have this opportunity to-
day. As you know, swaraj has become a household word all over
India. Mr. Montagu's2 scheme of political reforms has been pub-
lished and people differ in their views on it. Newspapers, too,
have been expressing themselves on it. The scheme is good in parts
but also strange in some ways. I have already expressed my views
on it. It is necessary that we press for improvements which we
desire in it. If we rest content with whatever is offered to us out
of the many things we may have demanded, it would not seem that
we were earnest in our demands. My opinion is that in anything
that we demand by way of swaraj, we should agitate to get it as a
matter of right, staking our very lives on -it, and, simultaneously,
stand by the Government and help it. In other words, in the war
that is going on, we should send our men to France and Mesopo-
tamia. We are not entitled to demand swaraj till we come forward
to enlist in the army. It is futile to expect any results when we have
not done our duty. It is extremely difficult to mention this in a
public speech in Gujarat, especially in Surat, for the citizens of
Surat see nothing about which they have to think and come to
conclusions. It would seem from the attendance today that they
had made up their mind on the subject. The first duty of a people
all too eager for swaraj is to listen attentively and courteously to
what is said on occasions like the present and accept whatever
appeals to them and reject the rest. Till the people have learnt
this, they will be unfit not only to enjoy swaraj but even to ask
for it. All the 30 crores cannot go and listen to speeches but they may
read newspapers and accept from them whatever they think best.
I do not advocate a go-slow policy in asking for swaraj; on
the other hand, I am a staunch fighter in its cause. We would
1 Vide Vol. XIV, pp. 507-8.
2E. S. Montagu .(1879); Secretary  of State  for   India,    1917-22    and
co-sponsor of Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, published on July 8, 1918.
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